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1. SUMMARY 

This literature search was carried out by 6 separate libraries during March and April 

2007.  Each of the participants in the projec t completed a search strategy form outlining 

the databases and other sources from which references were retrieved.  Support and 

advice was provided by the Information Service in Trinity College Dublin, Ireland and 

from the Centre for Reviews and Disseminat ion in the University of York, England.   The 

information retrieval process was coordinated by the National Documentation Centre on 

Drug Use (NDC) in Dublin.  The NDC also commissioned the development of a web 

portal through which all the citations gathered  by the various institutions could be 

searched in a similar to that used in online bibliographical databases.  The organisations 

contributing to the project are identified under 2.1.  The number of references retrieved 

in each of the 5 languages are identi fied under 2.2.  

 

The results of the searches were collated in spreadsheets the structure of which was 

determined by the NDC, each participant using the same meta data elements.  It was 

necessary to collate this information in the format so that they might  be imported into 

the portal.  Each participant in the project completed a search strategy form identifying 

the databases and other sources used to obtain the literature and describing the search 

strategies used to retrieve information from these sources.  These search strategies are 

present below under section 3.1.  

 

The outcome of the literature search demonstrates that the volume of literature on the 

subject of drug use among migrant sex workers is very limited.  All of the contributors 

to the project al tered the search strategy, in a manner most appropriate to the 

information sources they were using, to broaden the search and ensure that research in 

related topics ï such as migrants and drug use or migrants and health ï would be 

retrieved.  The topic of communicable diseases is one of the most consistent themes in 

the literature, with particular attention given to access to services and communicating 

with minority groups.  

 

The various searches retrieved 429 references to literature, including journal arti cles, 

reports, conference papers and dissertations.  All of these citations are available 

through the portal.  A list of organisations dealing with migrants was also compiled and 

this will be supplied with the citations.  
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2. SEARCH RESULTS 

 

2.1.  Organis ations and countries involved in the literature search  

 

Organisation  Information retrieval and collation  

Online bibliographic databases  

Health Research Board (Ireland)  Medline, Embase, PyscINFO, Drugdata, Social Science Citation 
Index, Cinahl, Addiction Abstracts Drugscope (United Kingdom) 

Toxibase (France) 

National sources of information  

Toxibase (France) Library catalogues and other bibliographical sources of 
information with high level of local content.  Documentation will 

include government publications, theses, grey literature, policy 

documents and NGO official documentation 

Archido (Germany) 

Drugscope (United Kingdom) 

Trimbos (Netherlands) 

Gruppo Abele (Italy) 

Health Research Board (Ireland) 

Internet gateways and portals  

Archido (Germany) Elisad gateway and other subject specific gateways and portals.  

EU and International online information sources  

Toxibase (France) Official website of the European Commission and European 
Parliament, Council of Europe and other EU institutional sites. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2.2.  Citations received according to language  

Searching Organisation   

 

Language  No of references retrieved  

Health Research Board (Ireland)  

 

English  56 

Drugscope (United Kingdom) 
 

Toxibase (France) 

 

French  52 

Archido (Germany) 

 

German  151 

Trimbos (Netherlands) 
 

Dutch  74 

Gruppo Abele (Italy) 

 

Italian  96 
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3.  PRESENTATION OF RESU LTS 

All  of the search results were imported into the bibliographic database.  This database is 

available for searching through the portal at the following URL: 

http//.corr elation.atomicassets.com.  Records can be retrieved from the database using 

a simple search, as below:  The first image is of the search box where the search term 

is entered; the second image shows the display of search results (can also be displayed 

as a list); the third shows the full individual record.  
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